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SAN 

FRANCISCO | 

; . The Pacific Coast Highway, or PCH, sometimes 

Route 1, is the only highway I've ever seen that I 

;i I could describe as gorgeous. It twists along the 

" contours of West side of North America. As you 

I travel up it it is as if you are tracing a finger 

along the side of a map. Cutting through 

massive ocean-side cliffs to the East is assorted 

bhuno tourist spots, hippie towns, and Redwood 

acifica forests, to the West is the serene Pacific Ocean 

expanding as far as the eye can sea. Hitching up 1 

■ Vt . this road gives you a special relationship with 

v«oni,u \^ the California sun, as it wakes you up in the 

v ' \V *«•%£•*" morning to start your travels and puts you to 

\ .Eiclld, sleep at night as it sets in glorious fashion over ^ 
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Lonentabon for New M, I met "«^^S32BS 
K spend the next 4 years of her ■■«££« £ g^^ 17 year old kid 
5 n^d anything against getting an "^cW^ and imp0 rtant bands of 
i like me could be a interne* »W««TW there must not 

I the day and still have PR ^S^MmvSet reporter on CNN 
J be much to It. unless J^^^^ffi to know the right people 
1 and you need to go to schools ton get ***"*££ a tepe record er, an 
J and bullshit like that, ^T^^^OA. I'm not just talking « 
S email address, and a ***«*£ can^ be^ ^^ ^ ft ^ 

&\ about PR hungry ind,e rock bands . «*£™ lice brutality. J| 

^waiting to be told. From commu *-«»«g £ cohege^ducated ***■ 
1 inspirational Shtt goes on ^^^^feSSsMN writer at 
career-focused scribblers ***£}£££ dance at punk shows MWf* 
SSS^S^^ 285 3. P-P- - touch, and 
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' certf *lv lose passion. 
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I twd Emily that journalism is a great field of study, ■«« W» fStata, 

; would be to study something else you love and then wn« aboutrt. Major 



»\S3R^£7ta «=£ Post suggested i-teari of going 
&? toSnSton school you should go to the peace corps, wnte about what you 
^MmnM articles. Tturfs the way actual journalists recommend 
Mm^ariutTournaitsm, no schooli ng Involvadl Just direct access to your 

ibject and a passion for It*-"" 



True, the TERR/eiy 
U#£V£N OPP>£> QO> , 

SOMETIMES THREATEN 
TO 0V0RWHBLM /H£, 
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I was dropped off in Half Moon Bay California, I remember the 
name of the town because the previous ride had written down 
information for me on a work abroad program and had signed it 
"Ruth and Roo" from Half Moon Bay with a Vi and a crescent 
moon Instead of writing out the words. Roo was short for 
Kangaroo, a huge messy 50 year old man who picked me up in 
Santa Cruz by honking at me several times, pulling over 500 feet 
down the road, and waving at me until I reached the point 
where he could yell at me to get in. Once we got rolling on the 
PCH he deflected all my attempts at conversation, eventually 
turning up the CD player and challenging me to tell him what all 
the songs have in common. I figured out pretty fast that it was a 
CD of Bob Dylan covers, and he was shocked that I had heard of 
him, and much more shocked that I had heard of Phil Ochs. An 
unlikely singalong ensued. 

His sister-in-law Ruth joined us at a light house and drew me the 
half moon and dropped me off there. It began to rain and within 
10 minutes a van with a screaming androgynous figure hang out 
the window passed by. It pulled over and I got in, it was filled 
with Californians, the crazy kind, and what looked like a couple 
punks in the back. At first I thought it was an aimless caravan of 
travelers, the kind that took me from Nashville to Orange 
County, but it was actually a local group of vagrants. Most of 
them were San Mateo locals 



They told me they were only going as far as tne beach, they 
held up a bag of 40s of Mickeys and sparks triumphantly. 
There's enough for you! they told me. 



We tore a piece of parchment off the brown paper bag that 
carried the booze. We passed a pen and each wrote a message. 
Below a poem I recognized from an ex-girlfriend's away 
message about valentine's day and "FREE NUGS IN HUMBOLT 
COUNTY" I wrote a short observation. We rolled it up and stuck 
it in a Mickey's. Corking it tight I ran to the end of the tidepool, 
where trapped fish swam In circles contently, and chucked it. 



Usu a,.y .nessa.es ,n ^%^*£%X& of 
castaways, but since there are it too W r ^^ fi ^ , 
GPS cellpnones and MM ft*£ ^Xne^oTsome kind of 
would send an SOS, afterali, < w e we ^ ttMe kld s 

help. I was a hitchhiking, andlft* ^ JSEnOfl) meth 
that picked me up. Some of them we «££^ U^ (n 

addicts, at least one was straight "P ' n * ne n J^ day he 
an apt avoiding the landlord who « ""J,^ an d 
could legally evict the* .Every ntf* WJM P-^ ^ 
scrounged up money for beer. Tney went , ^ 

soil they despised. 



The seemingly best adjusted of all of them was a traveler punk 
named Bob who they also picked up hitching. He confided in me 
that he wasn't a big fan of the group, and was about ready to 
move on. He was from a town in Colorado that was, as he 
ironically termed it, a Mecca for conservative politics. Focus on 
the Family was located there, as was a major weapons factory 
and a megachurch. Despite the atmosphere, he and his fnends 
carved out an infoshop/collective space. Maybe he was an 
exception to this "Hate where you live" way of thinking, he lived 
someplace that, scenery aside, was complete shit. But instead of 
just complaining about it and writing an SOS to no one he did 
something about it, countering the negative scenery of his 
environment with positivity and passion for change. 



Later on before I left he asked me for my t-shirt 
that had the famous image of a dove and the 
circle A. I decided he deserved it more than me, 
plus he traded me a Three Inches of Blood T- 
shirt for it. 




■ese interviews were part excellent, with some clever and intriguing 
£T« t' I" J Pa ' t embarrassin 9ly shitty. I had a habit of asking one 
Z!,!^"^ qUeSti0n an inten *» about if they liked a certain band 
diat I liked. Example, to the Thermals: "You all used to play in anti-folk 
bands. Do you like folk punk bands like Defiance, Ohio and the Young 

& ( fSL V ^^ ' ,Can V0U reunite Le Shok and «*" SR them 
Z^l f* / Un ™ est scenano of be'^ an obvious teenage sycophant was 
5S1S5 he ' ,e, L Furnaces riaht after the release of Blueberry Scat 
They had just received a 10.0 on Pitchfork and they were the talk ofX 
j enfee indie rock scene. We scheduled an interview'bactetage afsil Ast 
Alan s questions were decent but mine were retarded, I knew ve™ We 
about the band aside from their music, and I ended up asking Sons like 

lite ° ^l aV ° rite Se ' nWd CharaCter? " " What other P*n° &nds do you 

Imlse^JZVZZlT^ SP"" ™ e brother of the sibli "9 d"° was 
h££f*2l ^fL" 16 hipster dartln 9 s were being worked over by a 

inte^T' **£*■ SiSt6r Was pto ^barrass^l. Walking away from the 

A wZk7ate?rj ^ i'SS h6r ° n the Shoulder and said "unank you." 
Aweek later they were interviewed by Pitchfork. 
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My darkest moment of journalism, however, was interviewing Yako, the singer 
of Melt Banana. I expected to interview her towards the end of the show, but 
when I showed up drunk on three Sparks (oh ,2004) I said hello and she said 
she wanted to get it out of the way as soon as possible. We sat down across 
the street from the knitting factory and I drunkenly read off my questions. To I 
sparked up to thing of clever follow ups, and accidently forgetting to read the : 
page of my best questions the interview went fucking horrible. I went home 
and transcribed the tape and immediately recorded over it. .-- T~% 

i The interview was never published, that issue never came out. Allan went to 
I a semester abroad in Italy and the other editor's attempts to keep the zine 
going failed as Allan refused to give up any authority, including handing 
I over access passwords to the website. It became clear Allan was not 
interested in the survival of the zine but in the survival of his position 
| and the ability to brag about it. The editorial staff resigned in protest. 
[The main page of AntidoteMag.com was changed to "Antidote is going through . 
some changes! Be back soon!" Within a few weeks Blueghost Maria emailed met* 
asking why the albums she was sending me (4-6 a week at this point) were 
going unreviewed. I told her honestly and the packages stopped coming. I 
became a journalist "in between" publications. 
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One of the sort o, buHsr.lt cards I can ■jgESSfeff ~ 
don't know me is that I'm "journal*. T£ _ S"0 t evene y ^ 
because for about a year I had a webanc * «™ New pata Allan was 
from high school Allan Mendoza and «M *££££ He was a 
sophomore in college and JJ^^^SL" tnin line between naive 
card-carrying pitchfork hipste r and I ^ « J a lrnpression 

Sk a- P unk and alt-rocker. I ^"^^L^Y Xeroxed splotchy piece of 
we'd be mak,ng some h,ng ^* B > »***££ me going with this facade, 
shit to hand out at shows. ^•^Z^a^atmt me from 
piaying elaborate I Love ^^^»oE£d was not at all 
realizing he just wanted to be the next ntc .. anarC hist's tool" 

interested in using with fellow editor Marsha caUed tn .^.^ 

of the Xerox machine. 1 wrote 3 ™*^££>££ sideproject Valley of 
with Godspeed You! Black Emperor Broke jV Social* ene £ J ^ ^ 
the Giants for the first issue, ^|J«^^ p certain 

of the month. I ^^SfS^SSS^* * » ' " ven * 

amounts reserved for fnends, ^«°**~£ " tebHng ^ ,„, zine and 

contacted show ««^%« th J^^^ wlrkeo out, ** .-Ian told | 

zine-related rnerchand.se. Yeah, I J*"*?^ ££, suspended for school for 

me the bad news that one ° ^'^^e^ A || a n never had any : 

stealing copies. This was of °»«" ™^ * webslte W ast*sted. Our 

intention of printing copies and after ' ™ nm h we ^ 

goal was to publish monthly, a ' «* »«^as ^ Arr0Qa nt Sons of 

The first band 1 interviewed under th iformtf : «s ^ for ^ 

Bitches, a DIY sta-punk ^J^^HkSM was online 
. energetic live shows and catchy *ngal W^The « .^.^ ^ ^ 

!j and went awesome, givmg « "*^JJ5 P«* tri ° AmeriCan D ' StreSS - 
•■ was with Skwert, drummer of the NWYOTV WP ^ Qn 

This interview too went quite "* "J" gJEfcrn", bandmates being the 

former bandmate Scott Sturgeon (talking b-asnon 

rock journalism equivalent of striking oil). It J was by _tre 

Started to : dually feel less like an awkwart ^f ijg^ the nerve 
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Trash has become a punk roc* 

or two or a paycheck or two. .nfamous shopowner, punk histonan, raw 

i5ssv3fiSS=Sfi was to c,ose " s - 5 

Af=OLK: Can you start me off with a brief history of Trash? 

Florida and said this is iBMM And I sa,a to ^ ^ jt hmy 

story. Hold on for one second. 

( A punk girl comes to the counter with a few LPs, among them is Black Flag- 
Damaged, Malcolm gets very excited.) 

fourth Devo album 

AF: Can you talk about the store closing? 

Ma.co.rn: Basically, its one of those W**"™™ ££ ST " 

you don't own your own building, you re always thinking in si «« 9 

HwiSSSES gas. 

us when the lease is up. And that's it, we're out of here! 
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